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Book Reviews 


Davii'i a. Si.hi’I'r and joi in M, Pohhlm.an. 2006. Breeding Field Crops, Fifth Edition. (ISBN 0- 

8138-2428-1, hbk.). Blackwell Publishing. 2121 State Ave., Ames, lA 50014-8300, U.S.A. 

: 515-292-0140, 515-292- 

<wellprotessional.com, orders@ames.black well 
publishing.com.). $84.99, 392 pp., 448 b/w illustrations and photographs, 7" x 10". 





1 his bo(5k is inrcndctl lor beginning srudenrs (d plain l9rceding as well as more advanced students and proles- 
sii’mal plant breeders. The lirst edition was published in 1959, “and since that time it has been c^ne of the most 
popular plant breeding textbi^oks used throughout the world.” One ol the mt^st significant developments in plant 
breeding since edititm 4 (1995) has been incorporai ion of “translational genomics”— using “tools developed by 
molecular biologists, such as DN A markers, ... tc> map and tag important plants traits on the genc-imes of many of 
(Hir crop plants.” 

Section I: What is Plant Breeding? 

Section II: The Genetic Basis ol 
Section 111: Pools ol the iMant Breeder (including chromosc^me number, mutatic^n, lertility-regulating mechanisms, 
biotechnology) 

Section IV: Methods in Plant Breeding 

Section V: Germ plasm Resources tor Breeding C rop Plants 

Sections VI through IX: Applications; Breeding tield cn^ps that are sell pcdlinated or vegetatively propagated; 

Utilizing hybrid and (3ther miscellanei^us breeding procedures 
Section X: Maintenance and Seed Production ol Improved Cultivars 

— ( ruy Ncson], Hotiwicul Rescan h lustitiiic oj lewis, 509 Ream S( reel, hoi ( Worth, TX 76102-900H, I /.S.A. 


Robin Wi htp. 200t). Daphnes: A Practical Guide for Gardeners. (ISBN 0-88192-752-X, 978- 

0-88192-752-8, hbk.). Timber Press Inc, 133 S.W. Second Avenue, Suite 450, Portland, 
OR 97204- 3527, U.S.A. (Orders: www.timberprcss.com, mail@timberprcss.com, 503- 
227-2878, 1-800-327-5680, 503-227-3070 fax.). $34.95, 232 pp., color photos, 7 " x 9”. 


1 he boc^k is written Irom the authors 30 years ol experience in pr(7p<igating and growing daphnes, both as a 
commercial hori iculturalist and as a home gardener (in his “daphnetum”) in southern IZngland. It is arranged in 
seven chapters; 1 listory, la.xt^nomy, and Mt^rphtdtigy; Daphne Species; Daphne Hybrids; Pn^pagation; Cultiva- 
lion; Pests and Diseases; and Ciarden Use. Nearly hall c>l Whites book is given to discussion <4 3(5 species, each 
with interesting comments on cultivation and description and with subheadings for “propagatit^n” and “botani- 
cal variants” and/i'U' “named clones.” Various cultivars o[ the two North American adventives, D. laureola k. (na- 
tive t(5 Nt^rth Alrica and liurt5pe)and D. mczercum L. (native to Central Asia and F.urope), are included, lixcellent 
color photos ol many ol the species and variants acc(5inpany the text. 

IXiphne includes 70 species (monographed by 1. 1 lalda in 2001) mainly found in Iiurope and temperate and 
subtropical /\sia. 'I hey are deciduous and evergreen shrubs, Irom prostrate and mat-forming to erect and up to 5 
meters tall. Flowers are 4-petaled and vary ivom creamy white to pink, purple, lilac, yellow, and green. The au- 
t hor notes that “il they are given the right environment and treatment, d<iphnes arc long-lived plants wi’irthy of a 
place in every garden. Vv'hat is true is that daphnes are unforgiving ol mismanagement ... |but| ... 1(5 m(5st of us, 
growing daphnes is a challetige which makes success that much sweeter.”- -(i ay Nesom, Hot an ical Research Insti- 
tute ol Texas, 509 Team St reel. Tort Wort h, TX 76/02-406(5, U.S.A. 
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